A 


S E R M O N, 


PREACHED AT EALING CHURCH, 
BY THE REV. MR. CARR, 


ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1798, 


AFTER THE CONSECRATION OF THE COLOURS PRESENTED TO THE BRENTFORD 
ARMED ASSOCIATION, 


— — — 
— 


bs... 


4 


Wt | 


= 


We 


| 


* 


U 


A 


S ER M O N, 


PREACHED AT 


EALING CHURCH. 
ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1798, 


AFTER THE 


: CONSECRATION 


or THE 
COLOURS 
PRESENTED TO rr 


BRENTFORD ARMED ASSOCIATION, 
B Y | 


MRS. SMITH AND MISS HARRINGTON. 


—. 00 


BY COLSTON CARR, IL. L. B. K 


" — - 
CHAPLAIN TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS-THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER, 
AND VICAR OF EALING, MIDDLESEX. 


— — 
BRENTFORD, 


PRINTED AND SOLD BY P. NORBURY; 
SOLD ALSO BY CADELL AND CO. STRAND; 
FAULDER, NEW BOND-STREET; 
RIVINGTONS, ST. PAUL'S CHURCH-YARD; 
AND WALLIS, PATER-NOSTER-ROW, 

LONDON. 


1798, 


» 
— 


mare Dr . . Toms 


, Ja 's% 
- 
F þ G 
Pay | ” ' 
] * 73 | 14 
v2 : 4 
7 4 @ : 4+ .28'&: 
= 19 * 
n : 1 Y T7 9 
- S 4 * a <4 8 2 


— ſ— 


7 


* 


TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 


THE LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, | 


WHOSE POWERFUL TALENTS, 
EXEMPLARY VIRTUE, AND PRE-EMINENT ZEAL 
IN THE CAUSE OF RELIGION, | 
HEIGHTENED BY THE MOST IMPRESSIVE ELOQUENCE, 
AND ADORNED BY THE MOST eee MANNERS, 
REFORM THE HEART, 
WHILE THEY IMPROVE THE TASTE, 
THIS IMPERFECT BUT HONEST EFFORT 
TO RECOMMEND AND VINDICATE 
POLITICAL UNION, 


AGAINST THE COMMON ENEMY OF GOD AND MAN, 


: | 18 1 


WITH GRATEFUL DUTY, 
AND RESPECTFUL ESTEEM, 


| BY HIS LORDSHIP'S DEVOTED SERVANT, 


COLSTON CARR. 


EALING, 
DECEMBER 18, 1798. 


* 


3 


[41] 


ADVERTISEMENT... 


THIS Diſcourſe, written with more haſte than 
fuck a tofeic deſerved, under the heavief fireſſure of domeſtic ſolicitude, was 


honoured by the afeferobation of its auditors, and by a ſubſequent requeſt 
for its fublication. 


The writer fears that good will to him has biaſſed their judgement; but 
he thinks in times like theſe, when,all the world is in arms, and when the 
found firincifules of government are at ſtake in the conteſt, a man ſhould not fear 
to aſſert in quen day his religious or frolitical ſentiments; —and ſhould rather be 
found erring on the fide of incapacity than of ſelfiſh indolence. 


He has attefled with fincere fileaſure the well diſcifilined as well as 
ardent ſfurit of his frariſhioners and his neighbours, who have drawn the ſword 
as volunteers: It has been his object, rather to follow and ſuſtain, than to lead 
or to guide their fublic virtue and their zeal, —not only as good ſubjects and 
good citizens, but as good chriſtians and good men. 
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SER M. O N, &. 


PSALM XX. PART OF THE 5th VERSE. 


«IN THE NAME OF OUR GOD WE WILL SET UP OUR BANNERS,” 


A MORE intrepid ſpirit never breathed in the heart of 
man, than he poſſeſſed, who had thoſe ** banners. to ſet- n in 
os * name * k _ * | 


| Aedogaitiie:\ in aillieary experience— the leader of diſ- 
ciplined and victorious armies— the father of his people —the 
magiſtrate and the hero - the king and prophet— he was 
the inſpired miracle of public talents and virtues. But the 
Lord of Hoſts who -** took him from the ſheepfolds, and 
made him firſt . a champion of the living God,” then ©* ſhepherd 
of Iſrael,” enlightened his nature, and ſtamped upon it the ſeal 
of that pious humility, which tho' it fears to offend, is ani- 
mated with hope, and cheriſhed by faith;—convinced him (by 
his Prophets—by viſions and by miracles in his favour) that 
he was the diſtinguiſhed inſtrument of bleſſings to the world — 
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a ſervant and a ſubject, tho! in a regal ſhape, to the © King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords.” 


The harp of this holy Minſtrel was in his hand, when “ the 
* ark of the Lord was placed. in the tabernacle.” It broke 
forth into joy, and bleſſed the people in the name of the moſt 
High; that harp, whoſe living melody pours into our ſpirit the 
welcome duty of love to Him that is the fountain of love. 

It is to the Lord ſtrong in battle,” that upon this harp 
the appeal js ever addreſſed. It is to Him alone that are con- 
ſecrated the banners whether diſplayed upon the ark of the 
covenant, or in the battle won. It is not for himſelf, and for 


Ifracl, conſidered'as'a kingdom of this world, that he dares to 


ſolicit the arm of that inviſible power that ! fitteth upon the 
«* cherubim be the earth never ſo unquiet.“ No, it is to bir 
honour among the heathen, to convince the man of the 
* earth who ſwells againſt him,“ that“ He is Bing be the 
people never ſo impatient. When he girds on the ſword, he 
knows its value. It is not the ſword that is to help him, but 
the ſacred energy of the cauſe, that girds him with ſtrength 
5 unto the battle. It is God that * riſes, and liſts up his hand, 
$© the Buckler and the Refuge, the Saviour and the Might.“ * 


In victory he deprecates the ſuſpicion of all man pride. 
Not unto ug, O Lord, (are his words) not unto «s, but unto 
* tby name.” If the Lord himſelf had not been on our fide 


the waters of the deep had gone over our ſoul.” *<** With his 
h | % OWN 


© WJ 


6 0201 right hand hath he gotten himſelf the victory.“ Inſtead 
of opening to Bi fugitive pageants and fading trophies the gate 
of Jeruſalem, he calls upon the everlaſting doors to lift up 
their heads that a King of Glory ſhould come in.” 


But is it againſt the ambitious rr of rival ſtates that He 
ſets up the banner in the name of his God? no, it is againſt 
the infidel and blaſphemer ho ſet up their banners for to- 
„ kens“ —* whoſe lips are full of curſes and bitterneſs 
* whoſe feet are ſwift in ſhedding blood — who murder the 
* widow and put the fatherleſs to death—Tyrants that have 
© not God before their eyes—who take not him for their 
«« ſtrength, who care. not for him — who abjure his divinity 
* and brave his judgements. Fn 0 


It is againſt the diſerabler, «© whoſe throat is an open 
„ ſepulchre—who flatters with his tongue—and- ſhoots privily 
at them which are true of heart—whoſe hand is wickedneſs 
„and the right hand full of gifts—who borrows and pays not 
* again, but is deceitful upon the weights.” 


— thoſe wht Gedihithe nibieation :of his) rontt=a 
who ſlay his Prophets, and ſhed their blood on every fide of 


Jeruſalem. 


Theſe are the men, whom, enlightened as he was, | he 
„thought, in vain, “to underſtand; but it was too hard for 
YE him till he came into the ſanctuary, and there he ſaw the 

B 2 fearful 


9 


fearful end of their ſlippery feet. It was there he diſcovered 
that * bounds were ſet which they ſhould not paſs, nor turn 
again to cover the earth.“ It was there Leviathan was 
< broken to pieces. The Lord was King, and the heathen 
0 periſhed out of 1 land.” 
bet _ | 
+ With ſuch. an ndl ſenſe af, halen ian ſuch . 
with ſuch prayers, but above all with ſuch banners in the name 
of- bit God, this champion of 51 Kingdom fought and con- 
| an were the epomibl, 2 me reſources enen them. 
But God is 8 and! his eyes are-too pure to behold. in- 
e The man he had thus choſen, was degraded, for an 


example of human frailty in the beſt, by humiliating infir- 


mities; he was polluted, for an example of human depravity 


and corruption, with - paſſions, and crimes. It would have ar- 


raigned the God of - Juſtice, if he had not been corrected by 
a ſignal puniſhment; but it was the correction of a parent, who 
chaſtened him thro' penitence into reconcilement with his 
God: who anſwered and refuted by juſtice and compaſſion 
united (which his unfathomable wiſdom can alone accompliſh, 
in this world or the next) thoſe mockers and cavillers at his 
providence, to whom the offence of his elected ſervant had 
given occaſion of blaſphemy. 


In all the colours of this picture which the ſacred hiſtorian 
his! drawn, the hiſtory is ours—the. mirror is our own, except 
that 18 the guilt of the monarch in that ſolitary inſtance ve 


are 


| 
| 
| 
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are to ſubſtitute the habitual vices of the age, and vices of the _ 
fame caſt, which the example: * our throne has not yet been 
able to . 


But the ſimilitude is moſt 1 in this enemy of- theſe 
banners now before us. Let me aſk of yen that hear me 
you that are worſhippers of God and of Chriſt let me aſł you, 
if thoſe features of the infidel that I have touched, are not in 
our day contemplated every hour that we 'live, —Are we array'd 
in arms and with banners before us, for empire and vain glory ? 
for extent m . of laſt of n > r 


1 
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Is it a war even of religion, as the word has been hitherts 
underſtood ? à war between this or that ritual, both parties 
adoring their God! No, it is between God and Baal, that we 
are to clect.—between ſavages and men,—between. citizens 
and are Aktciſcs and Religen. 


| What are * and Comm to theſe. banners, upon 
which are inſcribed, the dignity of man's nature, the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, the God who is Parent and Judge, the Saviout 
that has redeemed us by his blood. Theſe call us into the 1 
tle, and brace our finews to the conflict. Aid 


A nation of impious blaſphemers in the very centre of 
Chriſt's kingdom have erected their ſtandards of blood, and 
have deſolated 4 Governments, all Religions. Let us be 
** of good courage for our people, and for the cities of our 

„God!“ 


L © ] 


God! That is, let a deep ſenſe of religion, with an affec- 
tionate concern for the intereſt at ſtake, which is the happineſs 
of millions, animate our courage. Let us unite as one man.— 
As the effect of diſcipline is, that in military evolutions the 
regiment or battalion ſeem to perſonate one giant- individual; 
ſo let our united energies be as if compreſſed into one living 
organ or machine, 


Hiſtory, alas! of the moment that is paſſing before us, will 
tell us what it is to be deluded by theſe hypocrites. Is it 
© againſi Kings alone (one of their cries) that are directed 
their fury and their tyranny?” Look at the Italian 
ReyvsLics! and there ſee how miſcalculated is the REPUBLICAN 
hope of impunity !—tho* were it only a war againft the rega/ 
branch of a limited and well poiſed government like ours, we 
have an allegiance to defend, and we have practical experience 
of its claim to our gratitude:—But ſee the ReyvsLics ! 
corrupted, enſnared, and oppreſſed by the peſtilence of theſe 
FRATERNITIES !—then look at the mountains of Switzerland, 
and there ſee if it is LIBERTY that is to be reſcued !—Look at - 
thoſe once enchanting ſcenes of beauty, happineſs, and virtue, 
political and religious freedom, defolated by oppreſſions, the 
high-ſpirited and free-born peaſant, expiring upon. the bed of 
honour—the patriot, exterminated by the ſword. 


To know what it is to REBEL, oh ye that have hearts to 
feel, contemplate our ſiſter iſtand; where all that is innocent, 


amiable, and virtuous, the immediate ſervants of God, the 
parent 
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„ 1 
parent and the child, the helpleſs and the delicate, are flaugh- 


tered with circumſtances of cruelty. that even favage nature 


diſowns, and the refinements of ſanguinary atheiſm can alone 
have reached. 


The war in which this country is engaged is conducted by 
thoſe who know and feel that it is at the diſpoſal of God— we 
have been diſcomfited, and we have prevailed. In defeat we 
are ſure that even thoſe who are victorious at our colt are the 
inſtruments of good in the deep counſels of eternity—1n con- 
queſt toe are not the victors, but the God for whom we fight, 
and who fights for us. 


To the immortal honour of Britain's Champions at ſea, they 
have been CHRISTIAN HEROES—mercy has tempered their ſpirit, 
and the God Battle has been the ſong of their triumph. 
One of them, when he had accompliſhed what then ſeemed a 
matchleſs work, at the end of laſt year, fell proſtrate with his 
brother heroes at the altar of his God: The other, whoſe re- 
cent Victory ſeems to have been inſpired, begins. the modeſt 
recital of it with two words that ſhould be on every lip, and 
in every heart, ALmIGuTY Gop,” 


Let us not preſume too vainly or ſuperſtitiouſly in the 
ſingular coincidence of the local theatre which has marked his 
glory and ours with a ſcene of miracles diſplayed by the God 
of Iſrael, for his ele& :—But let us not forget their impious in- 
gratitude, and the ſufferings which it incurred. Let us, there- 

fore, 


[ 16 ] 
fore imitate the ſame warrior and king to whom TI have fo 
often referred; let the praiſe of God be in our mouth, and 
set us bear the two-edged ſword in our hand.” Let us over- 
come the infidel by faith, and the vicious by virtue the rebel 
by loyal attachment; the pitileſs by compaſſion; and the divided 
incendiaries by union of hand and of heart againſt them. 


& ©® Ay 
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To you that range yourſelves around theſe banners, can I 
with ſuch appropriate bleſſings recommend them, as in the 
words that are inſpired, Good luck have ye with your honour, 
** becauſe of the word of truth, of meekneſs, and of righte- 
% ouſneſs. But let it alſo be our prayer, both as chriſtians and 
as men, that ** He who maketh wars to ceaſe may re-eſtabliſh 
the foundations of the earth, at preſent out of their courſe,” 
may bleſs with public as well as private happineſs “ all nations, 
* kindreds,” and people who worſhip 57 name, are the 
5 125 10 Bis _y ans the as: tag of His e * 
— 

Hear us, 0 God of Battles, aer of Princes, and Lord of 
Hoſts! May the banners which this temple has conſecrated unto 
thee, —which are now the enfigns of patriotiſm and religion, 
ſtandards of impenetrable defence, and the heralds of con- 
queſt, —become the ſignals hereafter of peace on earth and 
good will to men,” obtained and enſured by the valour, the 
zeal, and the fidelity of thoſe who bear them from hence to the 
feld! may thy altar then adopt and bleſs them as trophies of 
thy ſacred honor ;—in peace and with glory,—again * ſet up in 
the name of their God.“ Amen. Amen, 
| FINIS. 
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